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December 2017 Accident Briefs compiled for the February 2018 issue of Tree Care Industry Magazine. 
Landscaper killed by cut tree  

A tree fell on a landscaper who was working on it December 4, 2017, in Texarkana, in southwest Arkansas, fatally 
injuring him.  

The victim, Pedro Sora, 41, was an employee for a local landscape company, according to an Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette report. 

 
Homeowner killed working on tree from ladder 

A homeowner was found dead December 4, 2017, in Pasadena, California, apparently after something went wrong 
while he was using a chain saw from a ladder to trim a large tree branch. But the exact circumstances and official 
cause of death were under investigation. 

Robert Edwin Milliken, 59, was found and pronounced dead shortly before 10 a.m. outside his home. It was not 
clear how long the accident had occurred before he was found. 

A relative became concerned after not hearing from Milliken for a few days and had called Pasadena police 
December 4. Officers found Milliken dead.  

It appeared Milliken was up on a ladder using a chain saw when he fell. He had a severed arm and a serious cut to 
his neck. 

An autopsy had been completed, but a cause of death was deferred pending the results of additional forensic tests. Police 
detectives were investigating the death as an accident, according to a Pasadena Star-News and San Gabriel Valley Tribune 
report. 

 
Homeowner hurt by cut tree 

A man suffered serious lower body injuries after a tree he was cutting in his backyard fell on him December 5, 2017, 
in Wallingford, Connecticut. He was taken to Yale-New Haven Hospital, according to a Record-Journal report. 

 
Tree trimmer shocked by power line 

A tree trimmer was in critical condition after he was shocked by a power line December 11, 2017, in Clearwater, 
Florida. 

Ernest Harlen, 38, of Largo, was on a ladder cutting trees with a pole saw in the backyard of a home when he was 
shocked. He was taken to Tampa General Hospital, according to a Tampa Bay Times report. 

 
Man killed in struck-by 

A man died after he was injured while helping cut down a tree December 13, 2017, in Iowa County, Wisconsin. 
Steven J. Segebrecht, 56, of Barneveld, Wisc., was working with other people felling a tree that was tangled in an 

adjacent tree. A branch from that adjacent tree broke off and struck him. He was pronounced dead at the scene by the 
Iowa County Coroner’s Office, according to an NBC 15 report. 

 
Worker electrocuted after power line hits truck 

A person was killed in Pinecrest, Florida, near Miami, December 14, 2017, after a tree limb fell onto a power line, 
which then hit what was reported as a landscaping truck. 

Workers jumped off of the truck when the incident occurred, but one worker accidentally touched the truck and, 
based on a preliminary investigation, was electrocuted, according to an NBC 6 South Florida report. 



 
Homeowner killed felling tree 

A man was killed December 16, 2017, while felling a tree outside his home in  the dark in East Wheatfield Township, 
in Indiana County, Pennsylvania. 

Someone at the man’s home heard the chain saw stop operating, then went out to check on him and called 911 for 
help. The victim was trapped under the tree about 75 to 80 yards away from his home. 

The tree, which was about 12 inches diameter and 30 to 40 feet tall, had fallen across the victim’s shoulders and 
pinned him to the ground, where he died, according to the Indiana Gazette and pennlive.com report. 

 
Bucket operator seriously injured in 50-foot fall 

A man underwent multiple surgeries the week of December 20, 2017, after taking a nearly 50-foot fall from an 
aerial-lift bucket while trimming trees in Neola, Iowa. 

Alvin Ring, who owns a tree-trimming business in Neola, fell after a limb swung back, knocking him out of the 
bucket. He broke ribs, an elbow, his hip and a leg, according to the WOWT NBC Omaha report. The exact date of the 
incident was not reported. 

 
Operator dies in fall from lift  

A worker trimming trees in downtown Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, died December 23, 2017, when he was thrown 
from the bucket of an aerial-lift truck after an apparent mechanical failure. 

Michael Shiry, 34, of Avonmore, Westmoreland County, Pa., was pronounced dead at the scene. Four workers were 
trimming trees when the lift on the tree-service truck malfunctioned, according to a Pittsburgh Post-Gazette report. 

Shiry was using a chain saw about 60 feet up when the arm in the boom truck malfunctioned and fell toward the 
ground, according to a KDKA-TV report. Shiry was thrown from the bucket by the force of the collapse and was 
killed instantly when he landed near the truck. 

It was raining with high winds at the time. Shiry was the son of the owner of Emery Tree Service, who was there 
when the accident happened, according to the KDKA report. 

Initially reported to TCI Magazine by Doug Bozich, owner of Doug Bozich Tree Service in Verona, Pa. 
 

Tree-service worker killed in crash 
A tree-service employee died December 26, 2017, after crashing a company-owned Chevrolet Silverado into a house 

in Hampton, Connecticut. 
Patrick C. Dunn, 32, of New London, Conn., was driving east on state Route 6 when he drove off the right shoulder 

and into the house just after 12:30 p.m. First responders initially requested a Life Star helicopter, but Dunn died on 
scene from his injuries. 

The home sustained a large hole in its foundation. There were no passengers in the truck, according to a report in 
The Day. 

 
Man killed working on tree from ladder 

A man was killed December 26, 2017, in Three Rivers, Michigan, while cutting a tree limb while working from a 
ladder. 

Roger Rathburn, 55, a local school superintendent and one of about 20 co-owners of a local golf course, was working 
on a tree at the Sauganash Country Club in Three Rivers at the time of the incident. 

He was working alone, trimming and cutting down limbs of trees about 18 feet off the ground, when it appears he 
either fell off the ladder or a large limb swung back and knocked him off the ladder and onto the ground. Family members 
found his body around 6:25 p.m. on an asphalt cart path near the trunk of the tree. He was pronounced dead on the scene, 
according to a Three Rivers Commercial-News report. 

 
Operator escapes injury when lift tips 

A bucket operator escaped injury when the aerial lift he was in tipped over December 27, 2017, in Tallahassee, 
Florida. 



A crew member was in the bucket trimming trees when the truck began to tip over. The incident blocked traffic and 
power was knocked out when the arm of the lift fell on power lines, but the worker was reportedly not injured, 
according to a WCTV Eyewitness News report. 

 
 

November 2017 Accident Briefs compiled for the January 2018 issue of Tree Care Industry Magazine. 
Before we get to this month’s briefs, here are a few older, unreported incidents we came across. 
Tree worker killed working on skid steer 

A tree worker was killed January 23, 2015, in Massachusetts when he was crushed between the bucket and body of 
a compact skid steer. 

A 38-year-old foreman for a tree service company was standing in front of a skid steer under the raised lift arm and 
bucket while performing repair work on the loader’s high-pressure hydraulic lines. Once the hydraulic line was 
removed, the lift arm and bucket came down, crushing the victim against the loader’s frame. He died at the scene, 
according to a report from the Massachusetts Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation (FACE) Program. 

Contributing factors identified in the investigation include working under an unsupported raised load, the lift-arm support 
device not being engaged to prevent the lift arm from lowering, and a lack of a safety and health program and lockout/tagout 
procedures. For the full report, go to https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/face/pdfs/15ma004.pdf. 

 
Man shocked touching downed wire 

A man lost part of his arm after he was shocked June 16, 2017, in Portsmouth, Virginia, while moving a branch that 
was in contact with a downed power line. Antonio Myrick, 20, of Portsmouth, had to have his left arm amputated just 
below the elbow and was hospitalized for two weeks. 

Apparently, a branch broke from a pecan tree and landed on a live power line. The line fell to the ground and on top 
of a vehicle that belonged to Myrick’s friend. Myrick went to clear what he thought was debris from the top of the 
vehicle. It was raining at the time. The power line shocked Myrick when he touched it, and he had to be separated 
from the wire by a neighbor with a rake. 

In early December 2017, Myrick filed suit against Dominion Energy, alleging that Dominion and its line-clearance 
contractor did not prune the nearby trees properly and allowed vegetation to overhang its power lines. He’s seeking 
$25 million in damages, according to a report in The Virginian-Pilot. 

 
Arborist loses hand in wood splitter 

An arborist lost his hand in a wood-splitting accident September 22, 2017, in Middlefield, Connecticut. 
Allan Poole, 66, owner of Allan’s Tree Service, was using a wood processor that cuts and splits the wood into several 

pieces and drops them onto a conveyer belt for loading a truck or trailer. Poole had used the machine for five years 
without an incident. The machine was idle when he reached in to clear a piece of bark. When he did so, his leg hit the 
button to start the machine’s auto-split cycle and his hand was severed. 

“In three or four seconds, my hand was cut in half and also cut off at the wrist, and my fingers were cut off from 
my hand,” Poole told The Middletown Press. 

“At first I couldn’t believe it happened,” he said, so he reached in with his right hand to grab what he thought was 
his cleanly severed hand. It took a while for him to realize the gravity of his injury. 

“I was in shock, but then I realized my hand wasn’t in one piece,” he said. “I held the hand against my chest, and I 
had to walk through a path through the woods and over a brook to get back to my house.” 

That’s when he saw his wife of more than 40 years working in the garden. Immediately, she took his belt and 
cinched it around his wrist to stop the blood flow. 

“I was in and out consciousness,” Poole said. “The pain was really awful.” 
He was taken to the hospital and learned that his hand could not be saved, according to a report in The Middletown 

Press. 
 

Bucket operator dies after being shocked 

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/face/pdfs/15ma004.pdf


A tree care worker shocked October 25, 2017, in Dodge City, Kansas, while trimming trees from an aerial lift 
bucket, died from his injuries November 4. 

Riley Gibson, 34, of Dodge City, owned a tree service business for 14 years. He was in a bucket lift trimming trees 
when his back came into contact with an 8,000-volt power line. This rendered him unconscious and on fire, according 
to a report from his wife on a Facebook page. 

His brother was working with him and quickly ran to get the lift down and away from the power line. The brother ran 
to grab the fire extinguisher and, as he was returning, Riley was convulsing, then fell out of the lift from a height of 
approximately 10 feet and landed on his head on concrete.  

His went to one hospital by ambulance and was then airlifted to an emergency burn unit in Wichita, Kansas, where 
he died a little more than a week later. 

 
November 2017 accidents 
Man killed in tree-cutting accident 

A man died in a struck-by incident November 1, 2017, in Rhea County, Tennessee. 
The victim was cutting a tree down on a family property and there was a dead snag in the top of the tree. The dead 

limb or section came down and hit the man in the head, knocking him unconscious and sending him into cardiac arrest. 
He was airlifted to a hospital, where he later passed away, according to a WTVC Newschannel 9 report. 
 

Climber hurt in 40-foot fall 
A climber was injured when he fell about 40 feet out of a tree November 7, 2017, in Gloucester Township, New 

Jersey. The victim was brought to a nearby school field from which he was airlifted for medical treatment, according 
to a Gloucester Township patch.com report. 

 
Two tree workers die after being shocked by power 

Two tree workers died after one of them came into contact with a power line while the pair was working from an aerial-
lift platform November 14, 2017, in Akron, Ohio. 

George F. Csikos, 38, of New Franklin, Ohio, was pronounced dead at the scene of the electrocution. Jessica 
Richmond, 46, of Barberton, Ohio, died from her injuries on November 19. 

The two were working for a private contractor. An Akron homeowner hired them to trim trees. They were in a lift 
bucket when Csikos apparently made contact with an electrical wire. The electrocution may have thrown Richmond 
from the lift. 

Akron Fire Department paramedics found Csikos dead in the lift. They found Richmond on the ground and took her 
to the hospital, according to reports from Fox8 and cleveland.com. 

Video footage showed the pair was using an uninsulated rental lift.  
 

Man killed in fall from tree 
A man was killed when he fell out of a tree he was trying to cut down November 15, 2017, in Horry County, South 

Carolina. 
Dew William Small, 39, died at the scene from injuries sustained in the fall, according to a WPDE ABC 15 News 

report. 
 

Operator dies in fall from lift 
A lift operator working at a home in Detroit, Michigan, on November 17, 2017, died when he fell from the bucket 

of his truck. The victim was flipped out of his bucket when he cut the limb, according to a WXYZ Channel 7 report. 
The man, 52, died after the branch he cut struck the aerial-bucket platform he was standing in, according to a 

Houston Chronicle report, which added that the man was about three stories up cutting down a large tree when he was 
knocked to the ground. 

 
One dead, one hurt when lift truck rolls 



One tree worker died and another was seriously injured after their aerial-lift truck overturned November 17, 2017, 
in northern Baltimore County, Maryland. 

Thomas Wayne Crawford Jr., 33, of Freeland, Md., the driver of the truck, was pronounced dead at the scene. 
Fire Department rescue workers, along with aid units from Carroll County, spent more than 2½ hours working to 

free the critically injured person from the wrecked vehicle. That patient was taken by state police helicopter to 
Maryland Shock Trauma Center with life-threatening injuries. 

Fuel from the truck spilled into a nearby stream, and the Maryland Department of the Environment and county 
hazmat units were dispatched to the scene to help mitigate its effects, according to the report in The Baltimore Sun. 

 
Man, 82, hurt after cut tree strikes home 

An 82-year-old homeowner was injured November 19, 2017, in Sagamore Hills, Ohio, when workers for a tree 
company cut a tree that then struck the man’s home. 

The man’s family hired a property maintenance company to fell a storm-damaged tree in his backyard. The older 
man and his son-in-law were on the back deck of the house. When the tree fell, it slammed into the back porch, 
trapping the man under its limbs. The 82-year-old suffered a broken leg, two broken hips, a broken shoulder and a 
spinal fracture.  

A police officer reported hearing the workers arguing about which one of them caused the accident, according to a 
WEWS ABC Action News report. 

 
Man injured by collapsed palm fronds 

A tree worker was hospitalized with serious injuries after he was rescued from under a skirt of collapsed palm fronds 
November 26, 2017, in Phoenix, Arizona. The man was in a harness about 50 feet in the air when palm fronds fell and 
incapacitated him. 

Emergency responders used a ladder truck with a bucket to reach the victim, remove the fronds and rescue the man, 
who wasn’t breathing and didn’t have a pulse. 

Crew members tried to resuscitate the man on the way to the hospital. Further details about his condition were not 
immediately available, according to a report in The Arizona Republic. 

 
Man killed by cut tree 

A man cutting trees November 26, 2017, in Brentwood, New Hampshire, was found dead after he was apparently 
struck by a tree he had been cutting down. 

According to a subsequent investigation, the man, 35, was actively notching a tree when another he had already 
begun to cut was blown over by a strong gust of wind, striking him from behind, according to an NECN and necn.com 
report. 

 
Homeowner hurt when knocked from ladder 

A homeowner trimming a tree was injured November 27, 2017, in Rydal, Bartow County, Georgia, when he was 
knocked off his ladder by the limb he’d just cut, throwing him about 20 feet to the ground. The patient was transported 
to WellStar Kennestone Hospital for treatment, according to a Cartersville patch.com report. 

 
Man killed helping cut tree 

A 77-year-old man was killed November 29, 2017, in Eagle, Wisconsin, when he was struck by a tree he was helping 
cut down. 

Richard Berner, 77, of Watertown, was working as a volunteer for the Old World Wisconsin historic site when he 
was struck by the cut oak, according to a Milwaukee Journal Sentinel report. 

 
Man rescued after losing ladder 

An elderly man trimming a tree November 30, 2017, in Mountain View, North Carolina, was rescued from about 
30 feet up when the ladder he was using to access the tree fell. 



The man had been trimming tree limbs with a chain saw in his yard. He had used a 30-foot-long ladder and was left 
stuck on a tree limb after the ladder fell, possibly due to the vibrations from the chain saw. A relative of the man made 
the call for help. 

Firefighters used a sturdier, 35-foot-long ladder on a Mountain View fire truck to help the man return to the ground 
– without any injuries, according to the Wilkes Journal-Patriot report. 

 
 

News item 
Man fires gun in argument with tree worker 

A man faces charges for firing a gun following an argument with a tree service employee October 3, 2017, in Oxford, 
Connecticut. 

Justin Andrew Leake, 23, of Oxford, became angry with Raymond Jiminez, a worker for a tree care company. Leake 
left his home after an argument, while Jiminez continued his job. 

After about 45 minutes, Leake returned and went into his home. He went back outside with a pistol and fired several 
rounds into a tree. 

Leake was charged with breach of peace, reckless endangerment and illegal discharge of a firearm. Jiminez was 
charged with breach of peace for his involvement in the argument, according to a WFSB Eyewitness News 3 report. 

 
News item 
Climber killed one-handing chain saw in Great Britain 

climber was killed February 15, 2017, in Bermondsey, Surrey County, England, after cutting his own neck while 
one-handing a chain saw. 

Grigore Bulbuc, 31, from Sydenham, in Kent County, and a tree surgeon for 10 years, was trimming a large 
sycamore in the backyard of a residence when the incident occurred. He was about 50 feet up when he apparently 
made a cut very close to his body and with only one hand on the chain saw when the saw kicked back, severing his 
jugular vein and carotid artery. He was left dangling on a rope 50 feet in the air.  

Bulbuc had been working with two other crew members cleaning up the debris on the ground. 
Police and paramedics rushed to the scene, but were unable to save him. He was pronounced dead about an hour 

later.  
“I could see Greg holding a branch in his right hand and cutting the branch with a chain saw in his other hand,” the 

victim’s boss told an inquest. “As I looked up, I saw the chain saw kick back and go into his shoulder and neck. It 
went into his neck on his left side. It was quite deep and I realized immediately he had injured himself badly,” the 
boss reported. 

“He looked down at me and shouted ‘I’m dead, I’m dead’ and he held his neck in his right hand.” 
The boss reported that he grabbed his rescue kit and climbed up to get the victim down. But it was a difficult climb 

and “the branches were very slippery as there was a lot of blood covering them,” he reported. 
“I managed to attach myself to Greg and cut him from his harness. I was shouting at Greg to reassure him help was 

on its way and I was here to rescue him. It was very traumatic and very upsetting.” 
His boss said he has never seen Bulbuc operate a chain saw incorrectly.  
“He was my supervisor at my previous job and was a very experienced arborist. He was holding the chain saw with 

one hand and was not at his fullest reach so it was close to his body. Kickback can occur if you don’t use both hands. 
It happened instantaneously. If I saw what he was doing sooner, I would have said something and pulled him up on 
it.” 

The jury in the inquest returned a verdict of accidental death “caused by kickback from the top-handled chain saw 
he was working with,” according to a November 2017 report in the News Shopper and on www.newsshopper.co.uk. 

 
 
October 2017 Accident Briefs compiled for the December 2017 issue of Tree Care Industry Magazine. 
Homeowner hurt in fall from ladder 

A homeowner cutting a tree from a ladder in his backyard was injured after the ladder fell or was knocked down 
and the tree or part of it landed on him October 1, 2017, in Issaquah, Washington. 

Firefighters freed the man, who was in his 70s and who had been trapped by the fallen tree or limbs, and he was 
taken to a hospital. The man reportedly suffered a fractured leg, according to a KOMO News report. 

 

A  



Wellington man killed by falling tree 
A tree worker was killed October 2, 2017, when a tree he had been cutting fell on him in Anniston, Alabama. 
Thomas Eugene Headrick, 62, of Wellington, Ala., was doing work for a commercial tree service when the accident 

happened.  
Headrick had been cutting a tree that didn’t fall all the way down but got stuck in a second tree instead. When the 

second tree was cut, the first one twisted around and fell free, striking Headrick, according to a report in The Anniston 
Star. 

 
Worker hurt by cut limb 

A tree worker was hurt October 3, 2017, in Young Township, Pennsylvania, when he was pinned to the ground by a 
large branch that snapped from a tree he was cutting. 

The first helper to reach the injured man was a medic for an ambulance service, who lifted the branch off the man 
so he could assess his injuries. Rescuers then shuttled the man, in his early 20s, to a nearby baseball field, where a 
medical helicopter flew him to UPMC-Presbyterian hospital in Pittsburgh. 

The injured man was by himself at the time of the incident, but was found by a co-worker who had been nearby. It 
was not clear how long the man had been under the limb. 

He suffered injuries to his back and head, but was conscious and talked to the emergency responders, according to 
a report in The Indiana Gazette. 

 
Trimmer electrocuted 

A man trimming tree limbs was electrocuted October 4, 2017, in Odessa, Texas. 
John Christopher, 30, who had been contracted to trim some tree limbs at a house, was electrocuted when he or the 

equipment he was using contacted a power line. 
Christopher was pronounced dead at the scene, according to a report in the Odessa American. 
Notification provided by James Tuttle, president of Tree Loving Care of Wolfforth, Texas. 
 

Climber killed in fall 
A tree worker was killed October 5, 2017, when he fell nearly 80 feet while cutting limbs on a tree in Athens, 

Georgia. 
John Curtis Conaway, 57, of Athens, was working for a tree service that had been hired to clear trees to make way 

for a new house. Conaway had secured himself to a tree limb with a rope, but as he was cutting, the limb came down 
and pulled him to the ground with it.  

He was pronounced dead at the scene by the county coroner, according to a report in The Banner-Herald. 
 

Man helping neighbor fell tree hurt in stuck-by  
A man was injured October 6, 2017, in Orange County, near Orlando, Florida, when he was struck by a limb while 

cutting down a tree damaged during Hurricane Irma. The man, 24, was hospitalized with serious injuries after a large 
branch fell on him, according to a report in the Orlando Sentinel. 

 
Two hurt after lift bucket falls 30 feet 

Two tree-service workers were hospitalized October 10, 2017, after the bucket lift they were in collapsed and 
crashed to the ground on the Jackson College campus in Summit Township, Michigan. 

The pair were in the bucket lift cutting down a tree when the upper boom apparently failed, dropping about 30 feet to the 
ground. 

They were awake and alert while being taken to Henry Ford Allegiance Health, according to an mlive.com report. 
Published photos seem to show the two men were in a one-person bucket on an older lift. 
 

Man killed in struck-by 
A man was killed while cutting a tree October 12, 2017, in Pittsylvania County, Virginia. 
Wallace Teague Sr., 67, of Axton, Va., was struck by a tree limb and died, according to a WSLS 10 News report. 



 
Climber killed in 80- to 100-foot fall 

A tree worker died October 16, 2017, in an accident outside a home near Groveland, California. 
Jason Alan Stuart, 35, of Bay Point, in Contra Costa County, Calif., was part of a crew felling trees. He had climbing gear 

on and was about 80 to 100 feet up a large Ponderosa pine. Other workers heard him say something and looked up and saw 
Stuart already halfway down the tree, falling. He hit the sidewalk just outside the residence. 

Stuart was unresponsive, but he had a pulse. Fire and medic personnel transported him to meet an air ambulance, 
but he died before being flown for treatment. 

Stuart was an experienced tree worker and climber. Before he fell Monday, he was cutting branches as he was 
climbing up, and he was going to cut the large tree down in sections. 

Tree-removal crews have come to Calaveras County and Tuolumne County from all over the U.S., Mexico and other 
countries in response to the ongoing mortality crisis that has killed more than 100 million trees in the Central Sierra 
Nevada and elsewhere in California since 2010, and to remove trees burned in recent wildfires, according to a report in 
The Union Democrat. 

 
Homeowner hurt in fall from ladder 

A homeowner was injured October 18, 2017, in New Whiteland, Indiana, after falling off a 20-foot ladder while 
trying to cut tree branches. Firefighters took the man to the hospital, according to a WTHR Channel 13 report. 

 
Tree worker cut with chain saw 

A tree worker suffered a serious injury to his leg while cutting a tree October 18, 2017, in Woods Hole, 
Massachusetts. 

Witnesses said the man, 46, was working for a tree care service cutting a tree when the chain saw he was using 
caught his clothing and was pulled into the upper portion of his right leg. 

First responders administered first aid to stop the bleeding, including a tourniquet, and the man was flown to 
Providence Hospital in Rhode Island for treatment, according to a WCVB Channel 5 report. 

 
Line-clearance worker killed on storm cleanup 

A line-clearance worker was killed October 25, 2017, near Taylorsville, in Alexander County, North Carolina, while 
cutting a tree off power lines. 

Brian Keith Wilmoth, 31, was working with utility crews at about 4 a.m. doing storm restoration work caused by 
tornado winds a day earlier. The lines were under tension, causing the cut tree to spring back toward him. The tree 
landed on him, killing him, according to reports from WSOC-TV Channel 9 and Fox8. 

Initial notification given to TCIA staff by Jim Rooney, a retired line-clearance arborist from Rock Hill, South 
Carolina. 

 
Operator hurt when crane topples 

A crane operator was trapped for nearly an hour after a crane being used on a tree removal tipped over in a residential 
neighborhood October 27, 2017, in West Orange, New Jersey. 

The workers were removing a tree in a backyard when the boom toppled over into a neighboring yard. A witness 
said there were sparks as the crane came crashing down, taking branches and power lines with it. She said that as the 
crane came down, she and others watching the operation made a run for it. 

Firefighters worked for about 40 minutes to pull the trapped worker to safety. The operator was pulled out and put 
in an ambulance on a backboard. The man was conscious when he was rescued and only suffered a broken leg, 
according to a  
WNBC-TV report. 

 
Tractor operator struck by tree 

A man in a small tractor suffered serious injuries when a tree fell on him October 27, 2017, in Gold Bar, Washington. 



The man’s wife found him pinned by the tree in a Kubota tractor. She estimated he’d been trapped in the seat for an 
hour. 

Fire crews drove up a long muddy road and used saws to cut the man free. An ambulance took him to a hospital in 
Everett, Wash., according to a report in The Daily Herald. 

 
 

September 2017 Accident Briefs compiled for the November 2017 issue of Tree Care Industry Magazine. 
Climber hurt using chain saw aloft 

A climber working in a tree was rescued September 6, 2017, in Woodstock, Illinois, after he cut himself with a 
chain saw and was unable to climb down on his own. 

The man was working with two other men who were doing landscaping services on the property. He climbed up 
about 40 feet into the tree and, while using a chain saw, injured his leg and was unable to climb back down.  

The local fire district’s ladder truck was out of service for maintenance so the fire department requested assistance 
from the city’s Public Works Department. The water department bucket extended to 40 feet, just enough for rescuers 
to reach the man, who was gripping the tree while he waited to be rescued.  

Though he could not bear weight on the injured leg, the man was in a harness and had spiked boots, allowing him to 
maintain his grip and possibly contributing to keeping him conscious, according to one of the rescuers, who added that 
the harness acted almost like a tourniquet, due to the pressure applied that helped to control bleeding. 

The man, who never lost consciousness, was transported via helicopter to a local hospital with non-life-threatening 
injuries, according to a report in The Woodstock Independent. 

 
Man killed in struck-by 

A man was killed September 6, 2017, in Rome, Georgia, when he was struck on the head while helping fell a tree. 
Eddie Dwayne Waters, 57, of Rockmart, Ga., and several others were attempting to cut down a tree when it got 

caught on another tree before falling on him. 
Waters was pronounced dead at the scene from massive head trauma, according to a Coosa Valley News report. 
 

Man cleaning up Irma debris killed by chain saw 
A man was accidentally killed by a chain saw September 11, 2017, in Hillsborough County, Florida, while helping 

a neighbor cut tree branches during Hurricane Irma cleanup. 
A branch became entangled with the chain saw. It kicked up and cut Wilfredo Hernandez’ throat. 
Hillsborough County Fire Rescue responded and used a harness to lower him from the tree, but he was pronounced 

dead at the scene, according to a WFTS-TV/ABC Action News report. 
 

Man cutting limbs killed in struck-by during Hurricane Irma 
A 57-year-old South Carolina man was fatally injured by a falling tree limb September 11, 2017, in Abbeville 

County, S.C., while cutting downed limbs with a chain saw outside of his home during Hurricane Irma, according to 
a WCYB-TV Channel 5 report. 

 
Tree worker dies after 10-foot fall 

A tree care company employee died after a 10-foot fall from a tree September 13, 2017, in the Houston, Texas, area. 
The worker was on a client’s property and free-climbed a pear tree to pick a few pears when he fell, apparently 

striking his head, according to a report given directly to TCIA staff. He was taken by life-flight to a hospital but 
succumbed to his injuries two or three days later. 

 
Worker killed by cut tree 

A man helping clean up damaged trees September 14, 2017, in Clewiston, Florida, after Hurricane Irma, died after 
being struck by a falling tree. 



Mauro Yanes, 65, of Clewiston, responded to a client’s call for help in the aftermath of the storm. Yanes, a native 
of El Salvador, worked in the Clewiston area as a landscaper for more than two decades and had years of experience 
cutting trees, according to a Palm Beach Post report. 

 
Man killed in fall from ladder  

A man was killed September 14, 2017, in Hillsborough County, near Tampa, Florida, when he fell off a ladder while 
cutting a tree branch following Hurricane Irma. 

Firefighters found resident John Knight, 60, on the ground. A witness told firefighters Knight was cutting a tree 
branch when the branch hit him and knocked him off his ladder. Knight fell 20 to 25 feet. He was pronounced dead at 
the scene, according to the WFLA-TV Channel 8 report. 

 
Man cutting trees dies from saw cut 

A man died September 18, 2017, in North Pole, south of Fairbanks, Alaska, after suffering a chain-saw injury while 
alone in the woods cutting trees. 

Robert Grill, 48, of North Pole, was found deceased near his residence. 
Troopers responded to the address for a call reporting a deceased man. The investigation at the scene 

determined that Grill had been in the woods cutting down trees when he “suffered a severe chain-saw cut to his 
neck,” troopers reported, according to an Alaska Native News report. 

 
Operator dies in fall from bucket truck  

An aerial-lift operator working for a family-owned tree services company died after falling out of the lift bucket 
while cutting trees September 19, 2017, in Hamburg, Iowa. 

First responders attempted life-saving measures on Keith Mahlon Sorensen, 32, of Clarinda, Iowa, but were unable 
to revive him, according to a KMA 960 AM & 99.1 FM report. 

 
Man dies unloading logs from truck 

A tree care company employee died September 23, 2017, in Jasper County, Georgia, while unloading logs from a 
truck. 

A large oak log rolled off the truck and struck Antonio Warren, 47, of Monticello, Ga., while he was working on 
his employer’s property near Lake Oconee, according to a report in The Telegraph. 

Warren walked beside the truck when the log rolled off, struck him and killed him instantly, according to a report 
in the Eatonton Messenger. 

 
Bucket operator electrocuted 

A lift operator died September 24, 2017, on Siesta Key in Sarasota, Florida, after coming in contact with a live 
power line. 

Apparently, the worker was in a bucket truck when contact was made with a live wire. The victim, who could not 
be reached until power was shut off, died at the scene, according to the Bradenton Herald report. 

 
Man electrocuted when ladder touches power line 

A man was electrocuted after his ladder touched a power line while he was trimming trees September 27, 2017, in 
Orange County, near Orlando, Florida. 

Investigators said the man was trimming trees when he moved his ladder, which hit a power line, electrocuting 
him. It was unclear if he was trimming trees that were damaged during Hurricane Irma, according to an Orlando 
Sentinel report. 

 
 

August 2017 Accident Briefs compiled for the October 2017 issue of Tree Care Industry Magazine. 
Two landscapers hurt felling tree 



Two landscape workers were injured August 1, 2017, in Wellfleet, Massachusetts, when they were struck by a tree 
they were taking down. Firefighters and two ambulances responded and brought the two men to Cape Cod Hospital. 

Three workers from a local landscape firm were working on the property and were notching the tree to take it down 
when the accident occurred.  

The owner was inside the home and heard a scream. Both injured men were conscious when he went outside, 
according to a Cape Cod Times report. 

 
Tree worker killed in struck-by  

A tree worker died August 4, 2017, in Windsor, Connecticut, when he was struck in the head by a tree limb. 
Shawn Varley, 33, of Harwinton, Conn., was working for a log and lumber company in a wooded area when he 

suffered what police said was “a fatal blow to the head by a tree branch,” according to a Hartford Courant report. 
 
Man hurt cutting a tree on the ground 

A man suffered minor injuries August 7, 2017, after he fell in the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal while trimming trees 
in Downsville, Maryland. 

The man was trimming trees hanging over the canal. He cut a tree that then rolled toward him, pushing him off a 
wall into the water. The man fell about 10 feet off the canal towpath, according to a Herald-Mail Media report. 

 
Tree worker killed in fall 

A tree worker died August 8, 2017, in Washington County, Tennessee, when he fell about 30 feet from a tree he was 
working on. 

Johnny Fillers, 42, of Greene County, was trimming a tree at a commercial property when he fell. He was taken to 
Johnson City Medical Center, where he died of injuries suffered in the accident, according to a report in The 
Greeneville Sun. 

 
Tree trimmer injured when lift overturns 

A man trimming trees in Orlando, Florida, was injured August 8, 2017, when his aerial platform overturned.  
The man, 29, was working for a national tree care and landscape firm, using a lightweight, three-wheeled, self-

propelled lift, and appears to have driven one wheel off of a verge, causing the overturn. 
He was rushed to a hospital where his injuries were said to be non-life-threatening, according to a report in The Vertikal 

Press. 
 

Lift operator shocked by power line 
A worker for a tree service company was shocked when he came into contact with a power line while working from 

an aerial lift August 9, 2017, in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 
The worker never lost consciousness and did not go into cardiac arrest. He was taken to the trauma center at Sentara 

Norfolk General Hospital, according to a WAVY Channel 10 report. 
 

Worker killed by rope caught in chipper 
A tree worker died five days after being strangled by a rope while feeding limbs into a chipper August 15, 2017, in 

Napa, California. 
Jeremy Booth, 24, of Napa, was reportedly placing limbs into a wood chipper while his two crew members were 

using ropes to lower limbs down to him. An errant rope went into the wood chipper and snared Booth by the neck.  
Although his co-workers were able to shut the machine off before Booth was pulled in, he still received serious 

injuries to his neck and was taken to the Napa Queen of the Valley Hospital and placed in an intensive care unit. 
On August 20, Booth was taken to a hospital in San Ramon so that his organs could be transplanted, according 
to reports in the Napa Valley Register and on www.sacramentoinjuryattorneysblog.com. 

At least one rope was pulling Booth toward the chipper, according to a KRON4 report. Booth was in the loading area 
of the chipper by the time the co-workers got the chipper to turn off. But the ropes had been around Booth’s neck and he 
lost oxygen.  

https://www.autoaccident.com/traumatic-injuries.html
https://www.autoaccident.com/traumatic-injuries.html


Witnesses said it was an awful situation, and they won’t forget the screams from one of the workers who was up in 
the tree, according to the KRON4 report. 

 
Tree worker electrocuted  

A worker for a national tree service company was electrocuted August 22, 2017, in Sacramento, California, while 
using a chain saw near a power line. 

The trimmer may have contacted a live power wire with his chain saw while tree trimming and fell to the ground, 
according to a secondhand report from a representative of the Sacramento Fire Department. The worker was revived and 
transported to UC Davis Medical Center, where he died a short time later, according to a report made directly to a TCIA 
staff member. 

 
Tree worker killed by felled tree 

A tree worker died August 22, 2017, in Bloomington, Indiana, when he was apparently struck by a tree being felled 
by his brother. 

Robert Hendrickson, 49, of Bloomington, was working for a local tree service at the time of the accident, according to a 
report made directly to a TCIA staff member. 

Hendrickson held various jobs through the years but was a tree trimmer by trade, according to his obituary on 
www.allencares.com. 

 
Tree worker suffers 40 bee stings 

A tree service owner suffered about 40 bee stings while felling a tree August 24, 2017, in Pretty Prairie, Kansas. 
Abe Taylor was about 20 feet up in the tree cutting apart a tree at a residence when he saw a few honeybees flying 

around. It wasn’t until he cut off a specific section of the tree that angry bees started pouring out. 
“I finished that cut, and my face looked like a honeycomb, just covered in bees,” Taylor told The Hutchinson News. 
Taylor quickly slid down the tree in his harness, careful to keep his eyes and mouth closed. He and his co-worker, 

who was cutting up logs on the ground, ran. Taylor’s co-worker injured his foot escaping the bees, while Taylor 
suffered an estimated 40 stings, including about 12 on his face – eyebrows, ears and one on his lip. 

Within the hour, Taylor resumed work cleaning up the tree limbs while beekeepers called by 911 dispatchers 
removed the bees, according to the report in The Hutchinson News. 

 
Homeowner killed in struck-by 

A homeowner died August 25, 2017, in a tree-cutting accident in Woodstock, Connecticut. 
Kenneth R. Egeberg, 58, was apparently struck by a tree while trying to cut it down. Egeberg was found by his 

father and pronounced dead at the scene, according to a report in The Bulletin. 
 

Tree worker hurt after being struck by vehicle 
A tree service worker was seriously injured August 28, 2017, after he was struck by a vehicle in McDonald, near 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
William Quinn was directing a company truck that was backing up when a driver, Roseanne Holder, 89, of 

McDonald, struck him. Holder told police she did not see Quinn. 
Quinn was flown by emergency helicopter to Allegheny General Hospital, where he was treated for broken bones 

and facial injuries, including broken teeth, according to a report in the Observer-Reporter. 
 
Climber hurt in fall from tree 

A tree climber was injured August 29, 2017, when he fell from a tree in downtown Stamford, Connecticut. 
The 47-year-old Norwalk man fell about five feet from the tree but landed directly on his face. The man suffered a 

concussion and was rushed to Stamford Hospital with cuts to his face. 
The man was part of a crew putting down concrete sidewalks and had been contracted to take down several 20-foot 

trees. 

http://www.allencares.com/


The man was wearing safety equipment, and it was possible the man’s climbing spikes slipped just before he took 
the fall, according to a report in The Advocate.  

 
Lift operator electrocuted 

An aerial lift operator was electrocuted August 30, 2017, in Loyall, Harlan County, Kentucky. 
Brian Collins, 46, owner of Collins’ Tree Service, died when the boom of his bucket truck contacted a high-voltage 

power line while he was trying to reach some tree limbs. Collins was pronounced dead at the scene, according to a 
WYMT report. 

 
Man, 85, killed in struck-by 

An 85-year-old homeowner died August 31, 2017, when a tree he was cutting fell on him in Mullica Township, 
New Jersey. 

Ronald Loatwall was pronounced dead at the scene after police received a 911 call from his wife. He had been 
cutting a tree in the yard of the couple’s home, according to a NJ.com report. 

 
 

July 2017 Accident Briefs compiled for the September 2017 issue of Tree Care Industry Magazine. 
County employee dies from tree-work injuries 

A Department of Public Works employee injured while taking down trees along a highway July 5, 2017, in Bryan 
County, Georgia, died from his injuries almost two weeks later. John “Tony” Cribbs, 59, of Ellabell, Ga., died July 
17 at Memorial Hospital in Savannah.  

On July 5, an excavator operator was attempting to push over a large pine tree while Cribbs was cutting the tree at its 
base with a chain saw. The tree struck Cribbs and he was cut on his upper-right leg, apparently by the chain saw, and 
also sustained injuries to his chest and abdomen, according to a Bryan County News report. 

 
Tree service owner injured when tree fails 

The owner of an area tree-trimming business was injured July 7, 2017, in Caseville, Michigan, when the tree he was taking 
down abruptly fell before he had anticipated. 

Firefighters responding to a report of a man trapped underneath a fallen tree found that the man was not actually 
beneath the tree, but was lying right beside it. 

Witnesses said the man was up 15 to 20 feet in an oak tree and had himself roped to a section of the tree. When he 
cut a piece off the top, it swung into the trunk of the tree and brought everything down with it. The oak tree was quite 
rotten inside. 

The man was taken to Scheurer Hospital for treatment of his injuries, according to the Huron Daily-Tribune report. 
 

Worker hospitalized after fall from tree 
A man cutting limbs July 8, 2017, in Lowell, Massachusetts, was injured after falling at least 30 feet to the ground. The 

man, who was first reported to be unconscious but breathing, was talking to emergency crews approximately 25 minutes 
after the fall. A MedFlight helicopter was called to transport the man to a hospital in Boston. 

Residents who live nearby said they had heard the sound of chain saws coming from the property the previous 
couple of days. One woman said she had seen a man attached to the tree by a tether earlier on the day of the accident. 
A tether remained at the top of the tree, which was surrounded by police tape, after the accident. 

Police said the work being done on the tree was being carried out by a private contractor, according to a Lowell Sun 
report. 
 
Lift operator hurt when ejected 

An aerial-lift operator was injured after falling about 40 feet from the bucket while cutting trees July 11, 2017, in 
Butler Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. 

The man was trimming trees when a tree fell onto the arm of the bucket truck, resulting in him being thrown to the 
ground. The victim was taken to the hospital, according to a WNEP ABC 16 report. 



 
Man hurt in fall from ladder 

A resident was injured July 13, 2017, after he fell from a ladder onto pavement while trimming a tree in Spring Grove, 
Illinois. 

The man had fallen backward about 15 feet off a ladder onto the pavement. He had been trimming low-hanging 
branches after the storms. 

The man was flown to Advocate Condell Medical Center in Libertyville via Flight for Life for precautionary reasons 
because he had both head and chest injuries, according to a Northwest Herald report. 

 
Man dies after falling from tree 

A man died July 13, 2017, in Banks, Oregon, after he fell from a tree. Joseph Bradbury, 37, of Banks, was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 

Witnesses told deputies Bradbury was climbing a large cedar tree before falling to the ground. Deputies said Bradbury 
was associated with the property the tree sits on. However, they said it’s not known why he climbed the tree or what caused 
him to fall, according to the KGW-TV report. 

 
Shocked trimmer rescued from ladder 

A tree worker left hanging upside down from a ladder after striking an electrical wire while trimming a tree was 
rescued by firefighters July 14, 2017, in St. Lucie County, Florida. 

When rescue crews arrived, they found the man hanging upside down from a ladder, attached by his harness. The man 
was taken to a local trauma hospital in serious condition, according to a tcpalm.com report. 

 
Man trimming from ladder falls 25 feet 

A man was in stable condition after he fell 25 feet while trimming trees from a ladder July 14, 2017, in Lillian Lake 
Township, Minnesota. The 54-year-old man was working on the tree when a branch fell and struck his ladder. He 
sustained several injuries in his subsequent fall and was airlifted to the hospital, according to a KMSP-TV Fox 9 
report. 

 
Firefighter hurt moving tree from road 

A firefighter was injured while attempting to move a fallen tree from a roadway July 16, 2017, in Coweta County, 
Georgia. 

Lieutenant Adam Moss, a nine-year veteran of the Coweta County Fire Rescue Department, was injured when a large 
section of the tree snapped, causing it to strike and subsequently fall on Moss. Moss was airlifted from the scene to Atlanta 
Medical Center. He underwent surgery and was out of the Intensive Care Unit a few days later, according to a report in The 
Newnan Times-Herald. 

A witness said two firefighters were trying to remove a huge limb that covered the street, according to a WSB TV 
Atlanta Channel 2 report. They had it on the ground, but when they cut a limb, it rolled onto Moss, pinning him. The 
witness called 911. 

The other firefighter and responders couldn’t lift the limb off Moss, and had to cut pieces from it while Moss pleaded for 
them to get it off of him, the witness told WSB TV. 

 
Man killed by felled tree 

A man died July 17, 2017, in Chehalis, Washington, when he was struck by a cut tree in what was described as a 
logging accident. Deputies from the local sheriff’s office and aid crews arrived to find a tree had fallen on Robert 
Becker, 63, of Chehalis, causing extensive head and chest injuries. 

Becker’s brother, 68, also from Chehalis, told deputies that the two of them were logging on the property using a 
tree processor when a tree fell in an unexpected trajectory. The victim attempted to outrun the tree, but was 
unsuccessful. 

The older brother cleared away the tree debris from Robert Becker and performed CPR until aid crews arrived. 



Both brothers were experienced loggers, and the logging equipment on the property belonged to them. The logging 
activity was not done in connection with a business, but was a private enterprise, according to a report in The 
Chronicle. 
 
Homeowner killed by cut tree 

A man died July 20, 2017, after a tree fell on him while he was cutting it outside of his home in Lebanon, Illinois. 
Daryl L. O’Leary, 64, was cutting a tree when it fell, hitting him on the head and pinning him. 

O’Leary was taken to the hospital, where he was later pronounced dead, according to a KMOV-TV Channel 4 
report. 

 
Property owner killed by failed tree 

A homeowner died July 25, 2017, in Snohomish, Washington, while attempting to remove a rotten tree on his 
property. 

The 61-year-old man had told his wife earlier in the day that he had planned to cut down a rotten tree on their 
property. At 11 p.m., when she could not find him and he was not answering his cell phone, the man’s wife called the 
sheriff. 

Deputies responded to the home and searched the property and found the man lying face down under a fallen tree, 
with two chain saws next to him. He was dead from a traumatic head injury. The deputies reported that the tree 
appeared to be rotten, according to a KOMO News report. 

 
Man killed by cut tree 

A man was killed by a falling tree while helping a friend clear property July 26, 2017, in Loudon County, Tennessee. 
Emergency responders found the man pinned under the tree. 

The pair had been using a piece of equipment to hold the tree up while they cut it into smaller pieces, when a portion 
of the trunk fell on the victim. The victim, who was in his 60s, was taken by ambulance to Fort Sanders Loudon 
Medical Center, where he was pronounced dead, according to a Knoxville News Sentinel report. 

 
Firefighters rescue worker from palm 

Firefighters rescued a climber who became trapped 50 feet up under collapsed palm fronds July 27, 2017, in Rancho 
Bernardo, San Diego, California. 

Emergency crews responded to the backyard of a home on the Country Club-Rancho Bernardo golf course after the 
man became trapped while trimming dead fronds from the palm. He was pulled to safety more than an hour later. 

Firefighters used a ladder truck to reach the man. Helicopter video showed the man’s head protruding from the 
fronds. He was conscious and talking to firefighters who were cutting away fronds to free him. 

The rescue ended when firefighters cut the man’s harness to pull him to safety as he hung suspended with his legs 
wrapped around the palm and his upper body on a fire-engine ladder. 

“This was an extreme technical rescue,” San Diego Fire Battalion Chief Glenn Holder said. “These things don’t 
always have good outcomes.” 

The tree trimmer was breathing and stable after the rescue and was taken to a hospital, according to a FOX 5 San Diego 
report. 

 
Two tree workers attacked by bees 

Two tree service employees were recovering after being stung by bees July 29, 2017, in Riverfront Park in 
Cottonwood, Arizona. Firefighters used a hose to spray a water and foam solution to help with bee removal, according 
to a KQNA News 1130 AM report. 
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Man hurt in fall from tree 

A man was injured when he fell approximately 30 feet from a tree June 1, 2017, in Westford, Massachusetts. 



The victim appeared to have suffered a fractured femur and blunt-force chest trauma. He was transported for 
treatment via medical helicopter, according to a report in the Lowell Sun. 

 
Property owner crushed by felled tree 

A property owner in his 40s was struck by a tree he was attempting to take down, then trapped beneath it June 2, 
2017, near Yelm, in Thurston County, Washington. 

The man was attempting to take down the tree when it hit him in the back as it fell on top of him. Family members 
lifted the tree off of him with an excavator. When the fire department reached the scene, the man had been removed 
from underneath the tree, which was about 15-18 inches in diameter where it hit him. 

The man had “crushing” injuries, but was conscious and responsive when medics arrived, according to a report in 
The Olympian. Fire and medical units continued to keep the man stable on the way to Cougar Mountain Airfield less 
than two miles away. He was then airlifted to Harborview Medical Center in Seattle. 

 
Climber killed in struck-by 

A climber was killed when a portion of the tree he was cutting broke free and struck him June 6, 2017, in Bristol, 
Virginia. 

Thomas Gibson, 51, of New Tazewell, Tennessee, was climbing a tree and cutting the top portion of it when the 
tree suddenly snapped, falling back on Gibson and killing him. Gibson was left suspended 40 to 50 feet off the ground 
after the tree snapped. 

It was unclear why Gibson was in the area and what type of tree work he was doing, according to a Bristol Herald 
Courier report. 

 
Tree worker hurt in struck-by 

A tree removal company employee was injured June 13, 2017, in Burlington, Connecticut, after being struck by a 
tree he was cutting down. 

The man was cutting down a leaning tree when the tree or a portion of the tree fell on him. Rescue crews removed 
the tree from the victim, and a LifeStar chopper airlifted him to a hospital, according to a Fox61 news report. 

 
Helpful neighbor killed by cut limb 

A man was crushed and killed June 18, 2017, in South Linden, Ohio, by a tree limb he was cutting for a neighbor. 
The man was standing on a ladder propped against the tree when the limb swung and struck his head from behind, 

likely killing him on impact. Medics and police were called to the scene, where the man was pronounced dead. The 
limb weighed several hundred pounds, according to police. 

Those who live in the area said the man, who was believed to be in his 40s, was a kindhearted handyman who 
enjoyed helping people in the neighborhood. He wasn’t a professional tree-trimmer and didn’t live at the address 
where he died, but he and others were helping a woman who did live at the home. 

One neighbor said they had growing concern for the man’s safety as they watched him saw down portions of the 
tree during the previous two days. Though most of its limbs were sawed down to stubs, the trunk still stretched at least 
a story high after the accident, and it appeared that ropes were still tied to the limb that killed the man, according to a 
report in The Columbus Dispatch. 

 
Climber electrocuted 

Firefighters and utility workers helped recover the body of an arborist electrocuted June 19, 2017, while trimming 
trees in Littleton, Colorado. Rescuers put out a call for help to find a bucket truck, and soon after, other arborists came 
to help.  

“It looked like he had all the safety gear on, he had a helmet and was tied to the tree appropriately,” Jackie Erwin, 
the Littleton Fire Rescue emergency manager, said, according to a report from ABC Channel 7 in Denver. 

According to a report received directly by TCIA staff, the victim, Kyle Miller, of Miller Tree Service in Morrison, 
Colo., was working as a subcontractor for another tree service at the time of the incident. This accident was an indirect 
contact while lowering a limb that swung into an old, small, three-phase line in an older part of town. 



 
Township tree worker cuts leg  

A Manalapan, New Jersey, Township Department of Public Works employee cut his leg June 20, 2017, while 
performing tree maintenance. The employee sustained a leg injury and was transported by the Manalapan Englishtown 
First Aid Squad to an area hospital for treatment, according to a patch.com report. 

 
Tree worker charged with OUI after rolling bucket truck 

Police charged a tree worker with driving under the influence and drug possession June 22, 2017, when the tree 
trimming bucket truck he was driving rolled over on Route 2 near Route 78 in the Pawcatuck section of Stonington, 
Connecticut. 

Kevin Graham, 31, of Colchester, Conn., was charged with driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, reckless 
driving, possession of a controlled substance, possession of less than a half ounce of marijuana and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. He was later released on a non-surety bond and was scheduled to appear in New London Superior Court 
July 6, 2017. 

Witnesses told police they saw Graham driving the truck north on Route 2 at a high rate of speed with the trailer it 
was towing swerving back and forth in the road, according to a report in The Day. As Graham approached the 
intersection with Route 78, the truck swerved to the right, drove onto the shoulder and a grassy area and then turned 
over, landing on its right side. It then slid across the intersection into the road. The crash took down three traffic signs 
and a signal light. 

Before being taken to a hospital for undisclosed injuries, Graham underwent sobriety tests and was charged. Police 
said they found drug paraphernalia and a material suspected of being marijuana in the truck, as well as an undisclosed 
controlled substance, according to the report in The Day. 

Submitted by a TCI Magazine reader. 
 
Owner/operator hurt when bucket fails 

A seasoned owner/operator of a tree service was seriously injured when his aerial lift failed June 25, 2017, in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. 

Mike Hines sustained four broken ribs and two fractured vertebrae, and his face was “sheared” from going down 
the concrete wall of a building when his bucket collapsed. The upper boom of the bucket landed on a dumpster, 
keeping it from hitting and possibly killing one of his workers. He was strapped into the bucket, and witnesses said 
that was what saved him, according to a report given directly to TCIA staff. The truck was described as “pretty old,” 
and it is not known if it was regularly inspected.  

 
Man loses part of leg in wood chipper 

A man lost part of his leg in a wood-chipper accident June 25, 2017, in West Babylon, New York, on Long Island. 
Robert Fischer, 72, of West Babylon was operating what appeared to be a commercial-grade wood chipper at a 

residence when his right leg got caught in the machine. Fischer’s son, Richard, was able to free his father from the 
machine. 

Fischer was transported by the East Farmingdale Fire Department to Good Samaritan Hospital Medical Center in 
West Islip. The equipment was impounded for a safety check and OSHA was notified of the incident, according to a 
patch.com/new-york/lindenhurst report. 
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Climber hurt when ascender fails 

A climber for a tree care company received minor injuries May 1, 2017, in Southeastern Massachusetts after he fell 
when his Advanced Ropeclimbing Technology (ART) Spiderjack 3 mechanical Prusik (ascender/descender) failed. 
The climber recounted that the device was not functioning normally. He took his weight off to adjust it and thought 
he fixed the problem. When he put his weight back into it, the device failed completely and he fell. He injured his 



elbow and was experiencing back pain, according to information relayed directly to TCIA staff. ART has issued a 
public notice. 

 
Operator killed in fall from bucket 

A lift operator was killed when he was knocked from an aerial-lift bucket while cutting a tree May 2, 2017, in 
Ashdown, Arkansas, near Fayetteville. 

Emergency crews found Tommy Green, 68, of Ashdown, lying on the ground near a tree he’d been working on. The 
bucket was still about 45 to 50 feet in the air resting against a large pine that had the top cut off. 

According to a witness, Green was in the bucket lift with a chain saw. After the tree’s top was cut, it started to fall and 
hit other trees. It rebounded and struck the boom on the truck, causing Green to be ejected. 

Little River EMS crews gave aid to Green, but he was unresponsive. Green, who operated his own tree and landscape 
business, was pronounced dead at the scene, according to a Texarkana Gazette and Northwest Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
report. 

 
Operator hurt when tree strikes boom 

A bucket operator was hurt but may owe his life to his fall-restraint harness after a portion of the tree he was working 
on struck the boom, tossing him from the bucket May 2, 2017, in Overland Park, Texas. 

A tree crew was dealing with a storm-damaged black oak that was uprooted and leaning into another tree. They set 
up rigging on the top portion of the tree so they could cut in the middle, allowing the trunk to fall. They would then 
rig out the top of the tree with the two rigging lines.  

Aaron Kiefer was working from the bucket truck about 30 feet off the ground. He remembers making his back-cut with 
the saw after putting a notch in, and the next thing he remembers is coming to on the ground as a neck brace was being 
applied.  

Those on the crew who saw it said that one of the rigging lines snapped and the top of the tree smacked the boom. 
Kiefer was flung around in the harness system like a rag doll, he was told, as the boom violently swung up and down 
from the impact. He had no broken bones but was off work for about the next three weeks, according to a report relayed 
directly to TCIA staff. 

 
Man electrocuted trimming branches  

A man trimming tree branches at a home in Far North Bexar County, Texas, died May 4, 2017, after he hit a power 
line with the equipment he was using to cut the branches. The man fell from the tree after getting shocked. 

Neighbors reportedly said the victim, Jesse Garza, 58, was not the homeowner and suspected he was doing work at 
the house. It was unclear whether the fall or the shock killed Garza, according to a KABB Fox 29 report. 

 
Employee killed clearing tree from road 

A highway employee was killed May 5, 2017, in northern Gosport, in Owen County, Indiana, while trying to move 
a tree from the roadway. The man was struck by a vehicle while trying to move the tree, according to a WISH-TV 
report. 

 
83-year-old man killed by cut tree 

An 83-year-old man was killed when a tree he was attempting to cut down fell on him May 5, 2017, in Porter Township, 
Michigan. Based on evidence at the scene, Gordon Jackson, of Cass County, Mich., was cutting down a large tree when 
it broke free and landed on him, according to a South Bend Tribune and WZZM 13 report. 
 
Tree kills man clearing brush with tractor 

A man using a tractor to clear brush on a hillside died May 11, 2017, in Magnolia Township, Putnam County, 
Illinois, when a tree fell on him, pinning him.  

Responding emergency personnel found John W. Rott, 54, still pinned. He was pronounced dead at the scene. 
It appeared a tree gave way on a hillside as Rott was clearing brush, with the tree falling onto Rott as he rode on an 

open cab tractor, according to a News-Tribune report. 



 
Man hurt in 20-foot fall from tree 

A man was seriously injured when he fell about 20 feet while cutting a tree limb May 16, 2017, in Edgewater, near 
Annapolis, in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. 

Responding firefighters found the 67-year-old man, and he was flown by a Maryland State Police medevac 
helicopter to the R Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center. His injuries were not believed to be life-threatening, 
according to a patch.com report. 

 
Tree worker hurt in struck-by 

A tree service worker was injured May 17, 2017, in Framingham, Massachusetts, when he was hit in the shoulder by 
a falling tree branch. The 34-year-old man did not lose consciousness, but was taken to UMass Memorial Medical Center 
in Worcester, according to a Boston Globe report. 

 
Climber pinned, injured 

A climber working in a tree at a resident’s home May 19, 2017, in Suffolk, Virginia, was injured and had to be rescued 
after being pinned in the tree by a cut limb. 

Crews were called for a report that a man was stuck in a tree. The man, who was believed to be in his late 30s, was 
pinned by a 20-foot section of the tree at his torso, right arm and right leg – suspending him nearly upside down about 
24 feet from the ground. 

Technical rescue teams from Chesapeake, Virginia Beach and Norfolk responded along with local emergency crews. 
A local manufacturing company provided a crane to help in the rescue. Thunderstorms and lightning moving across 
the city complicated rescue efforts. 

The victim was removed from the tree and flown to the hospital with life-threatening injuries, according to a WAVY-TV 
report. 

 
Landscaper shocked trimming trees  

A landscape worker was shocked May 20, 2017, in Palm Beach, Florida, when he struck a power line while trimming 
trees. The extent of the 33-year-old man’s injuries was not immediately known, but he was taken to St. Mary’s Medical 
Center, where he was stable and under cardiac monitoring, according to a Palm Beach Daily News report. 

 
Tree service co-owner killed in struck-by 

The co-owner of a local tree service was killed by a falling tree May 22, 2017, in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Chasity Elaine Wileman, 39, from Bradley County, Tenn., and co-owner of a local tree service company, was struck 

by a falling tree outside a home. She was pronounced dead at the scene. 
The circumstances of the incident were being investigated, according to a Chattanoogan.com report. 
 

Climber killed in fall 
A climber was killed May 27, 2017, in Dekalb County, Georgia, after he fell while cutting limbs in a tree. 
Brandon LeBlanc, 39, of Acworth, Ga., was cutting limbs when he fell and hit the trunk of the tree. 

Investigators said the skilled tree cutter was wearing a double safety harness and his helmet, and were unsure 
why he fell, according to a WSB-TV Channel 2 report. 

 
Property owner killed by cut tree 

A property owner was killed May 27, 2017, in Barnesboro, Pennsylvania, when a tree he was cutting down fell 
on top of him. 

Jesse Snyder, 37, was using a chain saw to cut the tree on his Susquehanna Township property in western 
Pennsylvania. The tree began to fall but hit a nearby branch and was redirected toward Snyder, hitting him on the 
head. 

He was pronounced dead at the scene due to a head injury, according to a report in The Pocono Record. 
 



Landscaper electrocuted trimming trees 
A man was electrocuted May 27, 2017, in Cape Coral, Florida, while he was trimming a tree for a client at a 

residence.  
The victim, a local landscaper, apparently touched a power line with the pole saw he was using, according to a 
WFTX-TV/FOX 4 report. 
 
 
April 2017 Accident Briefs compiled for the June 2017 issue of Tree Care Industry Magazine. 
Operator escapes crane mishap 

The operator escaped uninjured after a crane being used to remove a tree from a home in Jacksonville, Florida, on 
April 1, 2017, instead fell onto the home, damaging it and a neighboring home and leaving the cab of the crane 30 
feet in the air. 

The homeowner reported that the tree workers advised the crane operator not to take such a large section of the tree, 
but the operator did not listen. Seconds later, the crane plowed into her home and the truck tipped upright. 

Jacksonville Fire and Rescue and two other large cranes came to the scene. After several hours, neighbors watching 
the recovery efforts cheered as the original crane truck was back on four wheels and the crane was off the house, 
according to a WJXT News4Jax report. 

 
Worker electrocuted using pole saw 

A man died April 3, 2017, in Colleyville, Texas, after he was electrocuted while trimming a tree with a pole saw. 
Luis Calderon, 20, of Carrollton, Texas, was trimming a tree with an aluminum pole saw when he accidentally 

touched a power line. Co-workers found Calderon unconscious in a tree, hanging from a rope. They lowered him to 
the ground. 

Calderon was rushed to the hospital, where he later died, according to a WFAA-TV ABC Channel 8 report. 
 

Tree worker shocked when boom touches power line 
A tree worker on the ground was shocked when an aerial-lift boom came into contact with a power line April 5, 

2017, in Jacksonville, Florida.  
The bucket operator saw a fire on the truck started by the contact and jumped out of the bucket. He was not hurt. But a 

20-year-old co-worker in the cab of the truck had started to get out. When the arm of the truck hit the power line, it sent 
electricity down to the cab, where the man, who was half in and half out of the truck, was shocked. 

The injured worker was initially taken to a local hospital, then was transferred to the burn unit at University of 
Florida Health Shands in Gainesville. His condition was not reported, but a co-worker said there were visible entry 
and exit wounds, and News4Jax reported that he could lose both feet and a hand. 

Officials told News4Jax that the top part of the boom was insulated but not the bottom part, which made contact. 
The fire was quickly put out, according to the WJXT-Channel 4 News4Jax report. 

 
Parks worker hurt in struck-by 

A state parks maintenance worker at Monmouth Battlefield State Park in Manalapan, New Jersey, sustained serious 
head injuries April 5, 2017, when a heavy branch from a tree fell on top of him while he was cutting it down. 

The worker was cutting it down at the trunk. He was wearing full protective gear for the tree removal, including a 
helmet, face shield, gloves and safety chaps. The worker also was being assisted by two spotters for the tree removal. 

The worker was airlifted to an area hospital and was reported to be in critical condition. The workers were removing trees 
to prevent the spread of the emerald ash borer, according to the patch.com report. 

 
Lift operator killed in struck-by  

A lift operator was killed April 6, 2017, in Calaveras County, California, while clearing trees as part of a forest fire cleanup 
project. 



Chris Hiser, 21, of Sonora, was a tree worker working for a subcontractor on the project. He was in a bucket truck 
trimming vegetation when a limb from the tree he was working on, or one nearby, slid down the boom, striking and 
killing him. 

Tree removal crews were removing trees destroyed in the Butte Fire of 2015, according to the Calaveras Enterprise 
report. 

 
Man killed while trimming tree 

A 45-year-old man was found dead April 10, 2017, in Thetford, Vermont, beneath a large tree that apparently fell 
on him when he was trimming some of its branches. 

Jason Eno, of Piermont, New Hampshire, had been working as a caretaker at a property off state Route 113 and was 
reported missing. Eno’s body was found trapped beneath a large tree that protruded over a frozen pond, which 
apparently fell on top of him while he was cutting the limbs. Eno’s body was recovered from the frozen pond, 
according to an NH1 News Network and Associated Press report.  

It was unclear from the report if Eno had died that day or how long he’d been missing. 
 

Man killed in tree-trimming accident 
A 35-year-old man was killed in a tree-trimming accident April 10, 2017, near Gaviota, California. The man was trimming 

trees at one of the ranches in the area at the time of the incident. Emergency personnel pronounced the man dead at the 
scene, according to a KSBY-TV Channel 6 report. 

 
Firefighters free man trapped under tree 

A 66-year-old man was rushed to the hospital after a large tree he was cutting down fell on top of him April 11, 
2017, in Champaign County, north of Mechanicsburg, Ohio. 

The victim was trapped under the estimated 50-foot tree for approximately 30 minutes before firefighters arrived 
and freed him. The man was conscious at the scene, but was complaining of numbness in his right leg. EMS transported 
the man to Dublin Methodist Hospital for treatment, according to a WHIO-TV 7 report. 

 
Climber hurt when harness fails 

A tree trimmer was seriously injured April 11, 2017, when his harness apparently broke and he fell about 35 feet to 
the ground in Deer Park, Suffolk County, New York. The man was working on a tree outside a residence. 

He was taken by medical helicopter to Stony Brook University Medical Center, according to a Newsday report. 
 

Man severely injured when pinned against tree 
A man was seriously injured April 12, 2017, in Dunkirk, New York, when he was pinned about 15 feet off the ground 

between a large limb he had cut, his ladder and the trunk of the tree he was cutting down. 
Emergency responders found the man severely injured but stable. Additional manpower was requested to the scene, 

as well as a lift from the city Department of Public Works and two crews from National Grid with bucket trucks. 
Medical personnel assisted with medical treatment while the patient was pinned.  

A National Grid bucket truck was used to access the tree limb and secure it to mechanically relieve the pressure 
from the patient. Once the pressure was relieved, the man was immediately lowered to the ground by firefighters, then 
flown to the Erie County Medical Center for treatment, according to a Post Journal report. 

 
Two-year-old boy killed, brother injured by cut tree 

A felled tree struck and killed a two-year-old boy and seriously injured his five-year-old brother April 13, 2017, 
after their father cut it down in the family’s La Plata, Maryland, yard,  

The injured boys were taken by medical helicopter to a hospital, where the two-year-old was later pronounced dead. The 
older boy was hospitalized in serious condition. 

The boys were watching their father cut down the tree from a distance of about 50 feet when the tree suddenly fell 
toward them, according to a report in The Washington Post. 

 



Operator killed in fall from lift 
An experienced tree care worker was killed April 13, 2017, in Seattle, Washington, when he was thrown from the 

bucket of his material-handler truck. 
Tim Waterman, 55, the owner of Northern Arboriculture, was lifting a load when the cable snapped and the bucket 

bounced up and he was thrown out. Eyewitnesses said he was not wearing a hard hat, nor was he secured to the boom 
with a body harness. He landed on his head and lived until he got to the hospital, where he then died. 

Waterman had been an arborist for about 40 years, according to a TCIA member who knew him and relayed details of 
the incident. 

Waterman’s wife gave birth to their fourth child just hours after the accident, according to a KDKA and cbslocal.com 
report. 

 
Worker dies after fall from tree  

A man working for a tree care company died April 15, 2017, near Twain Harte, California, after a tree he was cutting 
fell into power lines and he then apparently fell from the tree. The man died from his injuries about two hours after 
the accident, according to a report in The Modesto Bee. 

 
Line-clearance worker shocked, dies 

A climber working for a tree care contractor providing line-clearance services died April 17, 2017, in Chesapeake, 
Virginia, after being shocked while trimming a tree. 

Muhammad Yahya Abdur-Raheem, 39, of Newport News, Va., was suspended in a tree removing some limbs when 
one of the branches struck a live wire. 

Medical technicians had to remove him from the tree. He was taken to Bon Secours Maryview Medical Center, 
where he later died, according to WAVY-TV and The Virginian-Pilot reports. 

 
Failing tree kills worker near U.S. Capitol 

A tree near the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., partially collapsed April 19, 2017, killing a man on the ground below.  
The large, mature American elm fell on Matthew McClanahan, a grounds-maintenance worker who had been 

working nearby on an irrigation pipe when a 30- to 40-foot section of the tree split at the trunk. 
Emergency workers extracted McClanahan from the tree. He was taken to a nearby hospital, but didn’t survive his 

injuries.  
The remainder of the elm was cut down, according to a News Channel 10 report that combined information from 
WJLA, The Washington Post and other sources. 
 
Man dies in struck-by 

A man died April 22, 2017, in Wilmington Township, Illinois, while cutting a tree at a campground. 
Jerry Cole, 66, was among the volunteers clearing dead trees from the recreation site to prepare for camping season. 

He and his brother were cutting down a large tree. His brother was in the tree and he was on the ground when the tree 
broke off and fell the wrong way, landing on Cole.  

Cole was taken to Presence Saint Joseph Medical Center and later pronounced dead, according to a report in The 
Herald-News. 

 
Unconscious man in tree 35 feet from ground rescued by firefighters 

A man who had been trimming a tree and was found stuck in the tree, unconscious, 35 feet from the ground at 9:30 
at night with rain on the way, was rescued April 26, 2017, in Jackson, Michigan. 

Three firefighters had to go up in the tree to aid the man, who had a medical emergency while working without a 
harness in the tree using an electric chain saw attached to an extension cord. He was lying across a couple of limbs. 

Firefighters called in the assistance of a specially trained Jackson Urban Search and Rescue team, which used a series 
of ground ladders, ropes and harnesses to get the man down and into an ambulance. The man, who regained consciousness 
during the rescue, was then taken to a local hospital. The rain began during the rescue effort. 



Officials did not know why the man was in the tree at such an hour or whether tree trimming was his occupation. 
The man had used a ladder to access the tree and then climbed higher into the branches, according to the mlive.com 
report. 

 
Tree worker tries to shove co-worker into chipper 

A man was charged with attempted murder April 26, 2017, in Keizer, Oregon after being accused of trying to shove 
a co-worker at a tree service company into a running wood chipper.  

Scott Edward Iverson, 26, of Stayton, Ore., was also charged with fourth-degree assault. He was being held without 
bond. 

Iverson and several other workers were working at a job site when he approached the victim, who was loading brush 
into the chipper, from behind. Iverson is accused of putting the man in a choke hold and pushing his upper torso onto the 
feed table of the machine. The victim, 22, told police he struggled with Iverson, who made a second attempt to throw 
him headfirst into the machine before another employee saw the struggle and pulled Iverson off of the man. 

Iverson walked away from the scene, but police found him the next day. 
The victim told investigators he had no idea why Iverson attacked him, but that he thought he was going to die 

in the assault, according to a report from KPTV in Portland. 
 
 

March 2017 Accident Briefs compiled for the May 2017 issue of Tree Care Industry Magazine. 
Man injured in 50-foot fall from palm 

A tree worker was severely injured March 1, 2017, when he fell about 50 feet from a palm in Santa Barbara, 
California. 

The victim, a 21-year-old man, landed on a pile of palm fronds. He was conscious and alert but suffered major 
injuries. He was taken by ambulance to Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital, according to a report on www.noozhawk.com. 

 
Worker dies in leap from runaway truck 

A tree service worker died March 4, 2017, in Bell Canyon, Ventura County, California, after jumping from the back 
of a runaway brush truck. 

Roberto Cortez, 36, of Canyon Country, Calif., received major injuries after jumping from the truck in an attempt 
to escape the uncontrolled vehicle. He was taken to Northridge Hospital Medical Center by Los Angeles City Fire 
Department paramedics, where he was pronounced dead. 

The truck was parked on a steep roadway as workers loaded branches into the back. Cortez was standing in the back 
of the truck organizing branches when, for reasons still under investigation, the vehicle slipped into drive and began 
to travel west down the roadway with no driver. As the vehicle increased in speed, Cortez leaped onto the roadway. 

The truck continued traveling westward, striking two vehicles and finally coming to rest when it struck a fire hydrant. 
Two pedestrians that had been standing next to a vehicle that was hit received minor injuries, according to a Ventura 
County Star report. 

 
Man injured in 30-foot fall from tree 

A man suffered significant injuries when he fell an estimated 30 feet from a tree in Colchester, Connecticut, March 
4, 2017. 

The victim, identified as a 28-year-old male, was not wearing any kind of restraints when he fell, according to a 
WVIT NBC Channel 5 report. 

 
Worker injured in spring-pole mishap 

An employee of the Logan County Engineer’s Office in Logan County, Ohio, is expected to recover from a head 
injury he suffered March 6, 2017, while cutting trees along a roadway. 

Greg Kennaw, an 11-year employee of the engineer’s office, was reportedly struck in the forehead beneath his hard 
hat by a tree that recoiled while being cut with a chain saw. He was flown from the scene by a CareFlight helicopter 
to St. Rita’s Medical Center in Lima, according to a Bellefontaine Examiner report. 



 
Tree worker struck by wind-blown tree 

A tree worker was injured March 7, 2017, in Iron, in St. Louis County, Minnesota, when, while working with crews 
to clear one tree, a second tree fell on him. 

Robert Edblom, 58, of Britt, Minn., was among a crew working to remove a tree that had fallen on the road. As his 
crew was working amid the high winds, a nearby tree fell over and landed on Edblom. 

He was airlifted from the scene and taken to Essentia Health-St. Mary’s Medical Center with non-life-threatening 
injuries, according to a WCCO CBS Local Channel 4 report. 

 
Helper killed by cut limb 

A man died March 8, 2017, in Lagrange, Georgia, when he was struck by a limb he’d been helping another man 
cut. 

The co-worker told police he was on a ladder cutting a tree branch when the limb suddenly shifted. The victim, who 
was 69 years old, was standing below the branch when it fell.  

LaGrange police officers and detectives performed CPR on the man until first responders arrived, but the victim 
died at the scene, according to a LaGrange Daily News report. 

 
Man injured after falling 35 feet from tree 

A man was hospitalized March 9, 2017, in Houma, Louisiana, after he fell about 35 feet out of a tree he was trying 
to cut down. 

First responders found the man stuck under a branch that had fallen on him, but he was conscious and breathing. He 
complained of severe neck and back pain and was taken by Acadian Air Med to University Medical Center New 
Orleans, according to a Houma Today report. 

 
Man injured after 50-foot fall from tree 

A climber was injured March 9, 2017, at a summer camp in Jackson Township, Monroe County, Pennsylvania, 
apparently after falling about 50 feet when the tree he was in failed. 

The tree worker was up in the tree when it snapped. The man, who was wearing safety equipment at the time, fell 
and was then trapped under the fallen tree, according to a WBRE-TV report. 

 
Tree company owner killed by cut tree 

The owner of a tree care company was killed March 21, 2017, in Renick, Missouri, when the tree he was cutting 
shifted and fell on him. 

Charles Eric Hamblen, 38, of rural Macon, owner of C & H Tree Removal, was reportedly cutting a tree for a Renick 
landowner when the wind shifted and the tree fell and struck Hamblen. Hamblen was pronounced dead at the scene, 
according to a Moberly Monitor-Index report. 

 
Homeowner killed by cut tree 

A man cutting down a tree outside his home March 25, 2017, in Canterbury, Connecticut, was killed when the tree 
fell on him. 

Matthew Veloce, 32, was alone and using a chain saw to cut down the tree. His wife found him trapped under the 
tree and called for help. 

First responders freed Veloce, but pronounced him dead a few minutes later, according to a report in The Hartford 
Courant. 

 
One man electrocuted, another shocked in trimming incident 

One man was killed and another was severely injured March 28, 2017, after coming into contact with power lines 
while trimming a tree in a backyard in Addison, near Chicago, Illinois. 

One of the men was stuck in a tree and the other had been thrown from a ladder. Jose Fulgencio-Hueramo, 51, of 
Melrose Park, Ill., died at the hospital. The second man was also taken to an area hospital due to his injuries. 



Police said the men appeared to be private homeowners and not employees of a landscaping service, according to 
the NBC 5 Chicago, WMAQ –TV report. 

 
February 2017 Accident Briefs compiled for the April 2017 issue of Tree Care Industry Magazine. 
Landscaper dies in chipper accident 

A man who owned his own landscaping business was killed February 2, 2017, in an accident involving a wood 
chipper in Lebanon Township, Hunterdon County, New Jersey. 

Hayden Balboa, 24, of Califon, N.J., and owner-operator of SMY Landscape Service of Califon, died from injuries 
suffered while operating the machine, according to a New Jersey 101.5 FM report. 

 
Teen killed in logging accident 

A 14-year-old Conewango, New York, boy was killed February 3, 2017, in what was reported as a logging accident. 
The boy, whose identity was withheld, was a member of the Amish community. Emergency personnel received a 

911 call about the accident and responded to a wooded hillside off a roadway. New York State Forest Rangers and a 
doctor from Cattaraurgus County Emergency Services also responded, but the boy was unable to be revived and was 
pronounced dead at the scene, according to a Tribune News Service and The Post-Standard report. 

Submitted by Brian C. Skinner, senior arborist for National Grid in Syracuse, N.Y. 
 

Bucket operator hurt when tree fails 
An aerial-lift bucket operator was hurt February 4, 2017, in Normandy Park, Washington, when a tree he had tied 

into for secondary safety failed, striking him. 
Working for the city of Normandy Park in its Marine View Park, the arborist was working to take down a large 

madrone tree when he tied in to a nearby maple. He was about 50 feet up when, for no obvious reason, the maple 
snapped below his tie-in point, striking him on its way down. But the maple apparently landed on the long, 
angled madrone tree, preventing the operator from being pulled to the ground. 

The operator lowered himself to the ground, injured, but apparently not seriously, as he was subsequently released 
from the hospital, according to a Normandy Park Blog report. 

 
Climber killed in struck-by 

A climber died February 6, 2017, in Sacramento, California, after he was apparently struck by a limb and injured 
and trapped in the tree. 

Firefighters found Heriberto Rangel-Montoya, 39, about 25 feet off the ground pinned in the tree. Branches were 
hanging down in the way. They got a 35-foot ladder up to check Rangel-Montoya for vital signs, then used an aerial-
ladder truck to recover his body. 

It was unclear how Rangel-Montoya died, but a witness apparently said he saw a branch snap and Rangel-Montoya 
struggling, according to Capital Public Radio and The Sacramento Bee reports. 

 
This item was a previously unreported incident from February 2017, so was reported in May issue. 
Tree worker injured when pinned by log 

A tree service owner was injured February 7, 2017, in Gore, Georgia, when a tree he’d felled and was cutting into 
sections rolled, pinning his hand. Kevin Godfrey, 36, of Chattooga County, Ga., lost a portion off two of his fingers from 
the accident. 

High winds had knocked over a large oak tree in a resident’s yard. Godfrey described the tree as one of the biggest in the 
county. While working near the base of the tree, it popped up slightly and came toward him, landing on his chain saw and 
hand. A local farmer used a tractor to try to remove the tree, but could not budge it. A large log skidder was eventually used 
to move the tree. 

Once freed, EMS rushed Godfrey to the hospital, where doctors immediately did surgery to put in a pain blocker and 
assess the damage to his hand. He’s had two more surgeries to repair the damaged hand, according to a report in The 
Summerville News. 

 



 
 

Man killed by falling tree in woods 
A man was killed February 8, 2017, near Corton, Kanawha County, West Virginia, after a tree fell on him in the 

woods. 
An initial report by WSAZ News Channel 3 indicated the man was cutting the tree when it fell on him. But a 

subsequent WOWK-TV Channel 13 report said he was just walking in the woods when the tree fell on him. 
 

Tree worker killed in struck-by 
A tree worker was killed February 16, 2017, in a struck-by incident at the Sea Pines resort on Hilton Head Island, 

South Carolina.  
Samuel Cutshaw, 25, of Greer, S.C., was struck by a tree limb in Sea Pines as he worked with a tree-trimming crew. 

He died at the Medical University of South Carolina in Charleston just after midnight the next morning, according to 
an Island Packet report. 

Cutshaw had worked for the tree care company since October, and recently had done a lot of cleanup work related 
to damage on Hilton Head caused by Hurricane Matthew, according to his obituary. 

 
Tree worker killed in struck-by 

A tree worker was killed February 20, 2017, in a struck-by incident in Arnold, Maryland. 
Emergency responders received a call at 7:30 a.m. and found a man believed to be in his early- to mid-20s who had 

been struck by a tree while working in the area. Paramedics declared the man dead on the scene, according to a Capital 
Gazette report. 

 
Tree worker killed in fall 

A tree worker apparently fell to his death February 20, 2017, in Annapolis, Maryland. 
After receiving a call, firefighters found a man who had fallen an estimated 30 feet from a tree. The man died as a 

result of injuries sustained from the fall, according to a Capital Gazette report. 
 

Off-duty firefighter killed in struck-by 
An off-duty firefighter died February 20, 2017, in Athens, Georgia, after he was struck by a limb while trimming a 

tree. 
Matt Hughes was off-duty and helping a friend trim trees when a limb fell and struck him. Hughes died after he was 

taken to Northeast Georgia Medical Center in Gainesville, Ga., according to WCTV and The Athens Banner-Herald 
reports. 

 
Man reported injured in struck-by 

A man trimming a tree was reported injured February 20, 2017, near Urbana, Illinois, when he was struck by a 
portion of the tree. 

The man was airlifted from the scene by Arch Air and was taken to Carle Hospital in Urbana for examination, but 
he was apparently examined at the hospital due to a previous injury. Nothing was found wrong and the man was 
released, according to a 97.9 WXEF XFM report. 

 
Lift operator trimming limbs shocked 

A man trimming tree limbs was shocked February 23, 2017, in San Antonio, Texas, when a branch that was touching 
a power line also came into contact with the metal bucket the victim was using. 

The man, who works with a tree service out of Karnes City, was in a backyard trimming branches near a powerline. 
A limb he’d cut fell, but came into contact with the bucket, shocking the worker in it. 

Some of the people with him tried to drive him to a hospital, but they called for help and met an ambulance at a gas 
station nearby. The victim was unconscious as he was taken to Christus Santa Rosa Westover Hills. His condition was 
not available, according to a WOAI News 4 San Antonio report. 



 
Operator dies in fall from aerial lift 

A tree worker in an aerial-lift bucket was killed February 27, 2017, in Selma, Johnston County, North 
Carolina, when a gust of wind caused the tree he was cutting to crash into his truck, throwing the man more 
than 50 feet to the ground. 

Kenneth Earl Vick, 65, was the co-owner of a local tree service company and was well-known in the area, according 
to a WITN and The Selma News report. 

Co-workers with Vick at the time of the accident said something was tied to the tree and when the wind shifted, the 
tree lurched and he was thrown from the bucket and fell to the ground, according to The Selma News report. 

 
January 2017 Accident Briefs compiled for the March 2017 issue of Tree Care Industry Magazine. 
Climber hurt in fall 

A climber suffered multiple injuries January 5, 2017, when he fell about 50 feet out of a tree while working to 
clear a powerline in Springfield, New Hampshire. 

Zebulon Lawrence of Troy, N.H., was part of a tree-cutting crew working along a power line for a line-
clearance company about a mile from the nearest road when he fell. He was taken out to a road, then flown by 
helicopter to Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center for treatment. 

Police, fire and EMS personnel from Grantham, Springfield, New London and Sunapee as well as state police and 
Fish and Game officers assisted at the scene, according to The New Hampshire Union Leader. 

 
Tree service owner killed in struck-by 

A tree service owner was killed January 9, 2017, in Mansfield, DeSoto Parish, Louisiana, when the tree he was 
cutting fell the wrong way, hitting him. 

Carl “Sully” Sullivan, 71, of Mansfield, was working on private property running a chain saw. A tractor was 
positioned against the tree to nudge it in the right direction once Sullivan made the cut. But the tree kicked back and 
twisted and fell on him, according to a KTBS Channel 3 news report. 

 
Worker killed in struck-by 

A man was killed January 9, 2017, when he was struck by a large tree branch he was helping remove from power 
lines in Mount Shasta, Siskiyou County, in northern California. 

David M. Schrock, 41, of Waldport, Oregon, was operating a “Sno-Cat” vehicle and helping remove a hazardous 
branch from a power line at the time of the incident, according to reports from the law offices of Jacoby & Meyers 
and the Redding Record Searchlight. 

The initial report came in as an industrial accident, according to the Redding Record Searchlight, indicating that it 
was work-related. 

 
Landscape worker killed working from ladder 

A landscape company employee died while trimming trees from a ladder January 12, 2017, in Venice, Florida. 
Raymundo Cavillo, 37, was working alone trimming a tree when a large branch gave way. The branch struck Cavillo 

and the ladder he was standing on, tossing Cavillo to the ground. 
Paramedics with the Sarasota County Fire Department began life-saving efforts, but were unsuccessful, according 

to a WFTS-TV/ABC Action News report. 
 

Tree worker dies in fall off cliff 
A tree company employee was killed January 18, 2017, while clearing trees on the side of a high bluff in Signal 

Mountain, Tennessee. He was struck by a tree or part of a tree and rolled off a cliff, falling 150 feet. 
Jeremi Derek Cagle, 34, of Chickamauga, Georgia, was behind a residence working on the ground with at least one 

other crew member trimming or removing trees from the edge of the bluff. A tree or part of a tree struck him, causing 
him to roll off the edge of the bluff. Another worker tried to grab Cagle before he fell, but was too late.  

Cagle had been an employee at the tree company for eight months.  



A cave and cliff rescue team helped pull Cagle’s body 150 feet up the side of the mountain, according to a WTVC 
News Channel 9 ABC report. 

 
Worker killed by falling tree 

A tree worker limbing a tree on the ground was killed January 23, 2017, in Ashland County, Wisconsin, when he 
was struck by another tree being felled by a co-worker. 
Jay Cablk, 45, CTSP, owner of Jay’s Tree Service, in Ashland, Wisc., was killed when the second tree being 
prepared to be cut down prematurely fell. That tree landed on him, and he was pronounced dead at the scene, 
according to a WDIO-TVABC 10/13 Eyewitness News report and information received by TCIA staff. 


