Safety

any climbers have switched to open climbing

systems (split-tail) but are holding onto their

closed system knots. Termination knots that
used to work in the old closed system can fail you with
anopen system. Recently, there was an accident
because a climber tied into an open system with what

amounted to an overhand knot (an unsecured half hitch).

The climber fell almost 60 feet and lived, luckily.

Inthe closed system, the friction hitch used to be tied
with the tail of the climbing line. The tail would firstbe
attached to rope snap or carabiner with a halfhitch and
then the taut-line or Blake’s hitch was tied with the
remainder.

Inthe closed system, the halfhitch could notslipand
allow the climberto fall.

No half hitches!
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Terminations

Inan open system, such as the split-tail systems that are
beingused, adifferent termination knotis needed. Knots
like the anchor bend, buntline hitch or abowline with a

Y osemite lock-off - or a spliced eye - are more
acceptable. However, if ahalfhitchis used with a split-
tail system, what you have really tied is an overhand knot
(agranny knot).

This knot can fail and cause the climber to fall.
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Articles in The TreeWorker meet the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI) standard Z133.1
for safety in arboricultural operations and the ANSI
A300 series of standards for tree care maintenance
operations. These standards are industry consensus
standards that apply only to readers in the United
States of America.

The TreeWorkerreaders in countries other than the
United States of America are cautioned that your
local and/or national standards may or may not be
similar to ANSI standards. You are advised to
research and apply your local and/or national
standards to all standard practices represented in
The TreeWorker articles.

4 IrECW OTKeY,





